
 
 

December 23, 2013 

 

Florida 2
nd

 Judicial State Attorney’s Office 

State Attorney Willie Meggs 

301 S. Monroe Street 

Tallahassee, FL 32301 

 

 

Dear State Attorney Meggs:  
 

Please see the following complaint along with the enclosures. 

 

               Complaint Regarding Florida 2
nd

 Judicial Circuit Assistant State Attorney Emmett “Jack” Campbell 

 

Cases# 2011CF375A,B; 2011CF441A, B,C and 2012CF2662  

 

This complaint is regarding Perjury and filing court document(s) containing false information committed by 

Assistant State Attorney Emmett “Jack” Campbell as he was the Lead Prosecutor on cases against DeShon 

Thomas. During the week of October 14-18, 2013 in State of Florida vs. DeShon Thomas, State Prosecutor Jack 

Campbell blatantly told the jury a substantiated amount of LIES in order to have Mr. Thomas convicted of 

crimes in which Mr. Thomas pleaded Not Guilty to all of the charges.  

 

On January 27, 2011, two of Mr. Thomas’ friends were found murdered. On February 7, 2011 Mr. Thomas, 

who was 17-years-old at the time, was charged with their murders. Nearly three years later—after several 

obvious actions of law violations and misconduct by authorities on all sides of the courtroom, Mr. Thomas went 

on trial for Two Counts of 1
st
 Degree Murder and Solicitation to Commit 1

st
 Degree Murder. The Solicitation to 

Commit 1
st
 Degree Murder charge came after Mr. Thomas had been in the Leon County Jail for over a year and 

a half—simultaneous to Mr. Thomas firing his private paid Defense Attorney Gregory Cummings. It is believed 

that Defense Attorney Gregory Cummings (who is registered to receive court appointed clients as a Conflict-

Free Attorney) and State Prosecutor Jack Campbell had several conversations that may have violated 

attorney/client communications.  

 

In part, the reason for Mr. Cummings being fired by Mr. Thomas was due to the fact that in the sixteen months 

of Mr. Cummings supposedly representing Mr. Thomas—Mr. Cummings failed to get a sworn deposition from 

Mr. Ross. As Mr. Cummings stated that Mr. Ross was the only reason for Mr. Thomas’ incarceration. Mr. 

Cummings made this statement— after having received and reviewed the entire Discovery from State 

Prosecutor Jack Campbell. According to Mr. Cummings, it was clear that Mr. Ross seemingly refused to give 

Mr. Cummings a sworn deposition. Each time Mr. Cummings claimed that the deposition was to occur—either 

the day of or the day before—Mr. Cummings would always give Mr. Thomas’ mother a reason as to why the 

deposition was not going to occur. It was believed then that without Mr. Ross’ testimony, State Prosecutor Jack 

Campbell had no case against Mr. Thomas. Simultaneous to firing Mr. Cummings, Mr. Thomas was charged 

with Solicitation to Commit 1
st
 Degree Murder with the target being Mr. Trentin Ross (State Prosecutor Jack 

Campbell’s key witness). Which begs the question as to why, after sitting in the Leon County Jail for over a 

year and half, would Mr. Thomas want Mr. Ross murdered—when Mr. Ross was already refusing to give a 

deposition, hence absent from testifying against Mr. Thomas? (See Exhibit 1 Greg Cummings email dated 3/12) 

Mr. Thomas had been in the Leon County Jail for over a year and a half—never was there any mentioning of 

Mr. Thomas gang affiliation or anything regarding Mr. Thomas and a gang mentioned until Mr. Thomas was on 

the verge of firing Mr. Cummings. 

 



In the Summary of Offense and Probable Cause Affidavit for the Solicitation to Commit 1
st
 Degree Murder with 

the target being Trentin Ross, the affidavit was filed with the Leon County Clerk of Court on August 17, 2012 

(See Exhibit 2—Summary of Offense and Probable Cause Affidavit) Inv. Newlin states, “On Thursday 6/28/12 

I received information from an anonymous complainant that I needed to speak with inmate Dawuan Williams 

(Williams).”   

 

As Mr. Thomas’ case basically sat dormant for nearly 7 to 10 months in the Leon County Court with the 

exception of Mr. Thomas’ Regional Counsel Samuel Olmstead resigning from the Regional Counsel’s Office 

with Regional Counsel Daren Shippy taking over and the replacement of Circuit Judge James C. Hankinson—

there was no defense structured or any other evidence brought out on Mr. Thomas’ behalf. On August 19, 2013 

after Mr. Thomas had been in jail for over two and half years an Evidentiary Hearing was held. During the 

Evidentiary Hearing facilitated by Defense Regional Counsel Daren Shippy held in Circuit Judge Jackie 

Fulford’s courtroom, State Prosecutor Jack Campbell called State Attorney Investigator Jason Newlin to testify 

regarding the Solicitation to Commit 1
st
 Degree Murder plot in which Inv. Newlin conducted the investigation 

and prepared the Summary of Offense and Probable Cause Affidavit. 

 

During the Evidentiary Hearing on August 19, 2013 State Prosecutor Jack Campbell asks Inv. Newlin, “Did it 

come a point in time, during the last year or two years that I requested you to investigate a plot to kill a witness, 

Mr. Trentin Ross?”  

 

Inv. Newlin answers, “Yes, there was.” 

 

These two statements are completely contradicting to what was stated in the Summary of Offense and Probable 

Cause Affidavit to Commit 1
st
 Degree Murder. Again, in the affidavit Inv. Newlin stated that he’d received an 

anonymous call. 

 

State Prosecutor Jack Campbell in his own words basically told the court that he gave cause to launch an 

investigation—without probable cause. In doing so all Leon County Jail inmate Dawuan Williams, Inv. Newlin 

and Deputy Ronald O’Brien were his recruits to entrap Mr. Thomas.  

 

During Mr. Thomas’ trial, a statement is read in regards to Mr. Thomas’ testimony on October 7, 2013 where 

State Prosecutor Jack Campbell basically asks Mr. Thomas if he solicited Mr. Williams and Mr. Thomas 

answers, yes. What is not read in court is the follow up question which is then asked to Mr. Thomas by Defense 

Regional Counsel Daren Shippy basically asking if he (Mr. Thomas) ever asked Mr. Williams to murder Mr. 

Ross—at which time Mr. Thomas answers, no. The testimony of Mr. Thomas read in its entirety clearly would 

show that there is some confusion—however, Mr. Thomas basically states that he never asked Mr. Williams to 

murder Mr. Ross. In addition, there is no evidence to show that Mr. Thomas ever asked Mr. Williams to murder 

Mr. Ross. What is for sure—by his own statement—State Prosecutor Jack Campbell asked Inv. Newlin to go to 

the Leon County Jail and make contact with Mr. Williams. Both State Prosecutor Jack Campbell and Inv. 

Newlin played a part in falsifying court documents and they both committed Perjury. On August 17, 2013 Inv. 

Newlin filed a court document containing false information in order to get Circuit Judge James C. Hankinson to 

issue an Arrest Warrant for Mr. Thomas who was already in the Leon County Jail. (Please see State Attorney 

Investigator Jason Newlin’s complaint also filed with this office).  

 

On July 26, 2013 State Prosecutor Jack Campbell filed a Motion to Block Jail Visitation of DeShon Thomas. 

Although Circuit Judge James C. Hankinson was no longer presiding over Mr. Thomas’ case, Circuit Judge 

Hankinson granted the motion. In the motion, State Prosecutor Jack Campbell basically states that Mr. Thomas’ 

mother was to have participated in the manipulation of the Leon County Jail’s communication system as part of 

the solicitation to commit murder plot. This is a false statement. There is no evidence to support State 

Prosecutor Jack Campbell’s claims in the motion. As everyone is aware that Solicitation to Commit Murder is a 

serious offense—clearly if there was ever any evidence to show that Mr. Thomas’ mother was to have played 

any part of wanting Mr. Ross murdered, as a State Prosecutor, Jack Campbell would’ve had to act on August 



16, 2012 by having Mr. Thomas’ mother arrested or at the time of the threat. State Prosecutor Jack Campbell 

waited nearly a year after charging Mr. Thomas with Solicitation to Commit 1
st
 Degree Murder to file a court 

document basically stating that Mr. Thomas’ mother was to play a role in the murder plot. State Prosecutor Jack 

Campbell waited until Mr. Thomas’ mother had contacted Leon County Internal Affairs Captain Todd 

McKissack asking if she could visit with her son—in which Mr. Thomas had been in solitary confinement with 

his phone and visitation privileges taken away since being charged with Solicitation to Commit 1
st  

Degree 

Murder.      

 

Also, you, State Attorney Willie Meggs, apparently spoke with the news media in regards to the Solicitation to 

Commit 1
st
 Degree Murder targeting Mr. Ross—there was never any mention by you that Mr. Thomas’ mother 

was to have played a role in the murder plot. In an article on WCTV website dated August 20, 2012 in which 

you, State Attorney Meggs, are being quoted in support of the new charges against Mr. Thomas. In the article it 

states that “A tip led deputies to a fellow inmate.” In an email dated August 20, 2012 received by Mr. Thomas’ 

mother from Mr. Cummings, Mr. Cummings basically states that it was said that Mr. Thomas’ mother was to 

have participated in the murder plot. (See email dated 8/20/12 from Gregory Cummings to Carissa Chambers) 

Mr. Thomas’ case had been plagued with so many acts of deception—Mr. Thomas’ mother saw this accusation 

as just one of many attempts of intimidation that she’d been subjected too. So once again, if State Prosecutor 

Jack Campbell and you had solid evidence to believe that there truly was a threat against Mr. Ross’ life—and 

that Mr. Thomas’ mother was to have played a role in that threat—then why no arrest or at the least question of 

Mr. Thomas’ mother? The reason why—is because you all were aware that there was no real threat against Mr. 

Ross’ life. In Mr. Cummings email—he states that Mr. Williams had been arrested in regards to the hit—that 

true is an untrue statement. Nowhere on Mr. Williams’ court docket does it show that Mr. Williams was 

charged or arrested in connection with a murder plot against Mr. Ross. 

 

In fact, six days before Mr. Williams met with Inv. Newlin—your office filed Intent to Seek Enhancement 

Penalty Prisoner Releasee Re-Offender Punishment Act against Mr. Dawuan Williams who was in the Leon 

County Jail for Armed Bank Robbery. Within an hour of meeting with Mr. Williams—Mr. Williams was 

released from jail on a $15000 bond. While there is no foundation for Mr. Williams’ testimony of Mr. Thomas 

having asked him to murder Mr. Ross—there is more than enough testimony of Inv. Newlin saying that Mr. 

Williams agreed to “help” them build a case against Mr. Thomas.    

 

As the son of Leon County Sheriff Larry Campbell, State Prosecutor Jack Campbell has all of the resources that 

he needs in order to activate any scheme of his will inside the Leon County Jail—and all of the evidence 

presented in Mr. Thomas’ hearings and at his trial underscored State Prosecutor Jack Campbell’s leverage at the 

Leon County Jail.  

 

On October 17, 2013 Regional Defense Attorney Daren Shippy called Leon County Sheriff Deputy Ronald 

O’Brien to the witness stand. Deputy O’Brien had previously testified during an Entrapment Hearing a week 

earlier (October 7, 2013) that he had walked a letter written by Dawuan Williams addressed to Mr. Thomas 

containing gang codes into the Leon County Jail and placed them where Mr. Thomas would get his mail when 

other inmates got their mail—so Mr. Thomas won’t be tipped off that the mail had not come through the normal 

Leon County Jail process—the U.S. Mail. As Deputy O’Brien sat on the stand having finished discussing the 

letter—several jurors questioned the process of incoming mail for Leon County Jail inmates. Deputy O’Brien 

refused to tell them that he’d smuggled the letter into the jail (Deputy O’Brien was smart enough to tell the jury 

that he didn’t work in the jail and didn’t feel comfortable answering questions about the jail’s mail process). 

However, as the same question regarding the Leon County Jail’s mail process kept being asked of Deputy 

O’Brien—State Prosecutor Jack Campbell became flustered and intervened—State Prosecutor Jack Campbell 

told the jury that the letter was mailed—once again, committing Perjury.     

 

There are additional times of Perjury committed by State Prosecutor Jack Campbell that will without a doubt be 

revealed upon further investigation. As State Attorney, surely you know that even one time of committing 

Perjury by State Prosecutor Jack Campbell is too many times. 



 

According to the Florida Department of Law Enforcement it is your responsibility to handle complaints 

regarding State Prosecutor Jack Campbell and State Attorney Investigator Jason Newlin. 

 

I am filing this complaint in Good Faith—your immediate attention to this matter is much appreciated. 

 

 

 

Appreciatively, 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

  

 

 

 
 


